Introduction: "Trade and Technology in the Commonwealth of Independent States" by Peter Pavilionis 

Considering all the attention focused on Viktor Chernomyrdin's selection as Russia's new prime minister and what this means for the future of the country's economic reforms, it seems we have taken a novel approach in planning this special issue of Eurasian Reports on the post-Soviet economy.

Surely, the policy debates in Russia's new government will have profound implications for the future of not only Russia's economy, but for the rest of the economies in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) as well. However, our focus goes beyond the immediate debates. We begin with the assumption that over seven years of attempts to heal the Soviet and post-Soviet economies-from Gorbachev's perestroika to Gaidar's " shock therapy" -have inculcated these formidable economic institutions with the rudiments of economic reform, with the sense that their assembly lines and service bureaus must change the way they have worked-or, more precisely, have not worked-for well over seven decades.

Our focus, then, is on how the CIS economies have prepared themselves so far for an encounter with competition in the global marketplace. We asked our contributors-experts on various Soviet successor states and in various sectors of the post-Soviet economy-what they have seen as indications that specific economic sectors in the CIS were adapting to the long-anticipated confrontation with market forces.

Our special issue begins with a piece by John Williamson at the Institute for International Economics in Washington, D.C. The article is an excerpted version of his monograph on the notion of a payments union as a way of reinvigorating trade among former Soviet republics. While the article is lengthy, we see it as an excellent frame of reference for discussing the myriad problems CIS members face in attempt-ing to trade with each other and with countries outside the Commonwealth.

We then feature a section on economic developments in key Soviet successor states. This section begins with an interview with Joseph Pelzman, a noted scholar of Soviet and post-Soviet economics at George Washington University. While the interview focuses on the reform packages debated at the recent session of Russia's Congress of People's Deputies, Professor Pelzman's comments cover a broad range of problems encountered during the process of economic transition.

Wafik Grais, with the World Bank, delivers a regional overview of the states in the western part of the former Soviet Union and the characteristics they have in common in their transition to market economies.

This overview is followed by in-depth studies on two crucial CIS members. Tamara Woroby and Andrew Bihun discuss the dire economic situation in Ukraine and the difficulties faced by its new prime minister in reforming the country's economy; while Hartmut Fischer takes a look at the difficult choice Kazakhstan's president contemplates in charting Ms country's economic development.

The second part of this special issue is devoted to specific sectors in the CIS economies, and we begin this section with a comprehensive look at current efforts to privatize the energy sector in the CIS. This article, written by Margot Jacobs, is noteworthy because, among other things, it provides some keen insights into the opinions of Russia's new prime minister and former top energy official, Viktor Chernomyrdin.

We then present articles on three other crucial sectors in the Russian economy. Doug Brown writes on the Russian mining industry and its attempts to forge vital new links with Western partners. Steven Levy and Deirdre Buell then discuss the Russian telecommunications industry's attempts to privatize. Gerard Janco, executive director of the Center for American-Eurasian Studies and Relations, closes this section with his argument on why Russia must retain its space industry. As all four articles demonstrate, these sectors, as is the case with practically every other sector in the Soviet and post-Soviet economies, are not concentrated solely in Russia; indeed, their operation underscores crucial linkages with other CIS economies.

Next, we feature an article by Joachim Ahrens on the mutual benefits of reestablishing-and intensifying- trade relations between the CIS and Germany.

Finally, Lance Mulleneaux and I survey the status of reforms in the East European economies.

Putting together this special issue of Eurasian Reports was possible only through the efforts of so many people, all of whom share a profound interest in the future of the CIS and how it continues to influence political, social, and economic outcomes of other nations on the Eurasian continent and around the world. Our contributors to this special issue surely deserve mention in this regard, as do the staff members at the Center for American-Eurasian Studies and Relations.

Peter Pavilionis is editor of Eurasian Reports. 

