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               Kyrgyzstan: Environmental Overview
Moving Towards Democracy and Free Markets:
Kyrgyzstan has been spared many of the enormous environmental problems faced by its Central Asian neighbors, primarily because its designated roles in the Soviet system involved neither heavy industry nor large-scale cotton production. Also, the economic downturn of the early 1990s reduced some of the more serious effects of industrial and agricultural policy. 
Nevertheless, Kyrgyzstan has serious problems because of inefficient use and pollution of water resources, land degradation, and improper agricultural practices.
Demographics: 
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According to The World Almanac 2005, Kyrgyzstan's population is slightly more than 5 million, estimating it at 5,081,429. Of those, 34.4% are under the age of 15 and 6.2% are over the age of 65. The country is rural; only about one-third (33.9%) of Kyrgyzstan's population live in urban areas. The average population density is 69 people per square mile.
· Ethnic Kyrgyz constitute 64.9% of the population; the rest are Russians (12.5%) and Uzbeks (13.8%), with smaller minorities of Ukrainians, Tatars, Kazakhs, Germans, Tajiks, Koreans, and Muslim Chinese.
 
Education:
· Kyrgyzstan’s adult literacy rate is 97%.
 
· Education through secondary school is mandatory and free, and citizens have the further right to compete for free education in the republic's institutions of higher learning. Kyrgyz education professionals are hopeful that the country’s new unified university admissions system, which is already in its fourth year, will help reduce the level of corruption within the Kyrgyz system of higher education, while also promoting greater academic quality.

Geography and Natural Resources:
· The Kyrgyz Republic occupies the heart of Central Asia, bordered by Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and China. Kyrgyzstan is entirely mountainous and dominated by the Tien-Shan Mountains, the world's third highest mountain range. Mountains account for 93% of the republic's territory, 40% of which are over 3,000 meters. Issyk-Kul, the world's fifth deepest lake, fills a large mountain basin in the east. 
· The climate in Kyrgyzstan is continental, with cold winters, hot summers and low precipitation.

· Kyrgyzstan’s hydroelectric power resources are one of the republic’s biggest assets and exports. Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and China all import hydroelectric energy from Kyrgyzstan.
· Among the republic’s mineral reserves are substantial deposits of coal, gold, uranium, antimony, and other rare-earth metals.
 
· Soviet geologists have estimated Kyrgyzstan's coal reserves at about 27 billion tons, of which the majority remained entirely unexploited in the mid-1990s. About 3 billion tons of that amount is judged to be of highest quality. This coal has proven difficult to extract, however, because most of it is in small deposits deep in the mountains.

· The Soviet Union's largest gold mine was located at Makmal in Kyrgyzstan, and in the Soviet period, Kyrgyzstan's 170 proven deposits put it in third place behind only Russia and Uzbekistan in the union’s gold production. Two more promising deposits, at Kumtor and Jerui, have also been discovered.

Agriculture:
· Although only 7% of land in Kyrgyzstan is arable, agriculture is an important sector of the economy in the republic -- it employs about 50% of Kyrgyzstan’s workforce and accounted for 35% of Kazakhstan's GDP in 2002.
 
· The Kyrgyz Republic's mountainous terrain accommodates livestock raising, which is the largest agricultural activity. This includes the raising of sheep, goats, and cattle. Otherwise, main crops include wheat, sugar beets, cotton, tobacco, vegetables, and fruit. Wool, meat, and dairy products also are major commodities. 
Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:
(See final footnote for additional information)

Law on Environmental Protection 1999
· This law declares a national policy and regulates legal relationships in the field of environmental protection and nature management. 
Law on Ecological Expertise 1999
· This law was signed with the purpose of regulating legal relationships relating to environmental review and the prevention of negative environmental consequences arising from economic activities.
Law on Atmosphere Protection 1999
· The Law on Atmosphere Protection seeks to regulate legal relationships in the field of atmosphere protection. 
Law on Biosphere Territories 1999
· This law lays down legal rules for establishment and operation of biosphere territories. (Biosphere territories are water and/or ground-based ecological systems providing a stable balance of biodiversity, economic development and protection of cultural values.)
Law on Specially Protected Natural Territories 1994
· Specially protected natural territories such as nature reserves and national parks are regulated pursuant to this law.
Forest Code 1999
· The Forest Code establishes legal rules for efficient use, protection, conservation and reproduction of forests, and building their ecological and resource capacities. 
Law on Radiation Security of Population 1999
· The Radiation Security Act defines legal relationships in the field of radiation security of people and environmental protection from the adverse effects of ionizing radiation. 
Law on the Animal World 1999
· The present law establishes legal regulations in the field of protection, use and reproduction of the animal world. 
Law on Protection of Historic and Cultural Heritage 1999
· Cultural resources in Kyrgyzstan are regulated pursuant to the Law on Protection of Historic and Cultural Heritage administered by the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture.
Law on Tailings Ponds and Dumps 2001
· The law aims to provide safety for the environment and present and future generations from tailings ponds and waste dumps. 
Law on Wastes of Production and Consumption 2001
· This law regulates legal relationships arising as a result of formation, collection, storage, usage, neutralization, transportation and burial of wastes of production and consumption. 
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A hydroelectric dam in Krygyzstan











� Columbia University Press – “Kyrgyzstan” (http://www.columbiagazetteer.org/public/Kyrgyzstan.html)


� PBS – Kyrgyzstan (http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/kyrgyzstan/facts.html)


� World Education Services – “Education in the Russian Federation” (http://www.wes.org/ewenr/05dec/feature.htm) 


� UNFPA – Kyrgyzstan (http://www.unfpa.org.kg/english/info.html)


� CIA World Factbook – Kyrgyzstan (http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/kg.html)


� Library of Congress – “Kyrgyzstan – Natural Resources” (http://countrystudies.us/kyrgyzstan/20.htm)


� Ibid.


�  CIA World Factbook – Kyrgyzstan (http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/kg.html)


� All above information on Kyrgyz environmental laws and regulations was taken from “EcoPage: Environmental Regulation in Kyrgyzstan” (� HYPERLINK "http://ecopage.freenet.kg/elaw.html" ��http://ecopage.freenet.kg/elaw.html�). Full texts of these laws can also be found linked from this page.





