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Japan: Environmental Overview
Increasing Environmental Awareness:

As a country limited in natural resources, Japan has always been aware of the importance of conservation. Recently, Japan has started a drive to create a “zero-waste society” by involving its citizens and raising awareness about environmental issues. National campaigns such as their Team -6% challenge the idea that corporations and governments should be responsible for reducing pollution. As it strives to meet the standards of the Kyoto Protocol, the Japanese government will continue to promote the idea that the actions of individuals can make a difference in the effort to save the environment.  
Demographics:

· Japan boasts a largely homogenous population of 127,463,611. The people are ethnically and linguistically Japanese. (approximately 99%).

· 84% of the population observe both Shinto and Buddhism.

· The majority of the population (65%) resides in towns and cities, yet a significant rural population (35%) remains.

· Life expectancy at birth is 77.96 years for males and 84.7 for females. Population growth rate is very meager, at only 0.02%.

· Japan has a rapidly aging population, with a median age of 42.9 years. In terms of age structure; 0-14 years: 14.2%, 15-64 years: 65.7%, and 65 years and over: 20%.

· In 2003, Japan spent 7.9 % of its GDP on health. Its total health expenditure per capita was $2,244. 

Education
· The Japanese education system is composed of both public and private schools, with total governmental spending on education amounting to 3.7% of GDP.

· Japanese students are enrolled in 6 years of elementary education, followed by 3 years in lower secondary education. 9 years of education is compulsory. Following the completion of their lower secondary school, students move on to 3 years of higher secondary education, followed by degree programs from Universities and specialized Colleges.
·  Japan has a large number of students pursuing degrees. In 2005, 59,160 students were enrolled in Technical Colleges and 2,865,067 students were enrolled in Universities.

Geography/Natural Resources:

· Located in East Asia, Japan is an island country.  
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Japan maintains a land area of 374,744 square kilometers—which makes it slightly smaller than California. Japan is ranked 69th in the world in terms of total area.

· Japan has mountains covering close to three-quarters of the country’s total land area. Natural vegetation of natural forests and plains covers less  than two tenths (19.0%) of Japan’s total land area, over half of which (58.6%) is located on the island of Hokkaido.

· Japan has very limited natural resources, making them dependent on foreign imports.
· Japan only has 59 million barrels of proven oil reserves, but it is the world’s third largest oil consumer.

· Japan has 1.4 trillion cubic feet of natural gas reserves, with possibly more under the seabed surrounding Japan. 97% of its national gas is imported.
 It also has a small coal reserve (852 million short tons), and the country ceased production of coal in January 2002.
 

Agriculture
· Agriculture employs 4.6% of the workforce, and accounts for less than 2% of Japanese GDP.

· Permanent crops occupy 0.9% of the land, and arable land accounts for only 11.64%, while there is 25,920 square km in irrigated land.

· Key agricultural products include: rice, sugar beets, pork, and fish.

· More specifically, in 2004 Japan exported over 300 thousand metric tons of flour, 79 thousand metric tons of prepared food, and 20 thousand tons of cigarettes. Its top agricultural export was prepared food, accounting for about $479 million.

Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:
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Kyoto Protocol

· An international agreement in which adherents voluntarily sign up to limit their carbon emissions in an effort to reduce global warming. Additionally, nations can buy and sell emission credits in order to fulfill their pledge
· Japan signed the treaty in 1998 and ratified it in 2002.

· In order to achieve levels required under the Kyoto Protocol, Japan would have to reduce carbon emissions by 20% from their 2001 level.
 

The Basic Environment Law
http://www.env.go.jp/en/laws/policy/basic/index.html
· Adopted by the Japanese government in 1993.
· Comprehensive law created to promote conservation. Its purpose was to “clarify the responsibilities of the State, local governments, corporations and citizens, and prescribe the basic policy considerations for environmental conservation.”

Air Pollution Control Law 
http://www.env.go.jp/en/laws/air/air/index.html

· First adopted in 1968, last amended in 1996.
· Sets limits on emissions from business activities to automobiles.
· Helps those victimized by air pollution by providing a liability mechanism.  
Water Pollution Control Law
http://www.env.go.jp/en/laws/water/wlaw/index.html
· First adopted in 1970, last amended in 1995.
· Created to regulate contaminants discharged into public water areas.
· Also requires polluters to compensate for damages.
Agricultural Land Soil Pollution Prevention Law
http://www.env.go.jp/en/laws/water/aglaw.pdf
· First adopted in 1970, last amended in 1999.
· Establishes policies to prevent soil pollution caused by harmful substances. 
Current Funding Projects:
· In 2003, the Japanese government spent 2.7 trillion Yen for conservation efforts. The Ministry of Environment alone spent 262 billion Yen.
  
ECO ASIA 2006
· In June 2006, Japan hosted the 14th meeting of the Environment Congress for Asia and the Pacific. ECO Asia has 22 member countries. 
· With the main theme of “Towards Sustainable Societies” the congress discussed the action necessary by citizens and governments to establish environmentally sustainable societies in Asia.
The 3 R Initiative
· In March 2006, Japan hosted the Senior Officials Meeting of the 3R Initiative. Launched in 2005, the Initiative has 20 participating countries, along with the European Commission and eight international organizations. 
· The goal of the Initiative is to promote a “global zero-waste society”, by promoting countries to become more engaged in recycling and reusing resources as well as reducing waste. 
Japan Fund for Global Environment
· Funded by investments from the Japanese Government and donations from individuals and the private sector. The investment returns from the fund, along with the subsidy from the government are used to promote the environmental conservation activities of nonprofit organizations (NGOs, NPOs) in developing countries and Japan. 
· The Fund has two main programs: a Grants Program which provides grants for environmental NGOs and an NGO support program which provides training, information and research to NGOs working to conserve the environment. 
Team -6%

· A national campaign calling for citizens to get involved in efforts to decrease carbon emissions. The -6% comes from the 6% decrease from its 1990 carbon emission levels that Japan needs to achieve in order to be in compliance with the Kyoto Protocol.
· The campaign calls for 6 steps citizens can take in their daily lives to reduce carbon emissions:
· Reducing the use of air conditioners
· Conserving water

· Driving in an environmentally friendly manner 
· Buying environmentally friendly products

· Reducing waste

· Conserving electricity
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