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Push for a Cleaner Future

President Lee Myung-back proclaimed “Low Carbon, Green Growth” as Korea’s new national vision in 2008.
 The vision aims to shift the current development paradigm of quantity-oriented, fossil-fuel dependent growth to quality-oriented growth with more emphasis on the use of new and renewable energy resources.
 

National Flower: Hibiscus syriacus
Demographics
· South Korea boasts a largely homogenous population of 48,754,657.
 
· 49.3% of the population has no religious affiliations, while Christians account for 26.3% and Buddhists for 23.2%.

· The majority of the population (82.96%) resides in towns and cities, yet a significant rural population (17.04%) remains.

· Life expectancy at birth is 75.84 years for males and 82.49 for females. Population growth rate is 0.23%.

· Moreover, the age composition of the population is as follows: 0-14 years: 15.7%, 15-64 years: 72.9%, and 65 years and over: 11.4%.

· In 2009, South Korea spent 6.5% of its GDP on health. Its total health expenditure per capita was $1,108.

Education

· The South Korean education system is composed of both public and private schools, with total governmental spending on education amounting to 4.2%
 of GDP.
· Korean education consists of six years at the primary level and six years at the secondary level. Nine years of schooling is compulsory. 
· The gross enrollment ratio in tertiary level education was 98%
 in 2008.
Geography/Natural Resources          
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Located in East Asia, South Korea is on the southern half of the Korean Peninsula, bordering North Korea. 

· South Korea maintains a land area of 99,720 square kilometers—making it slightly smaller than Indiana. It is ranked 108th
 in the world in terms of total area.

· South Korea’s main natural resources include: coal, tungsten, graphite, molybdenum, and lead. The country also has the potential to use hydropower.
 

· South Korea was the world’s tenth largest energy consumer in 2007, and with its lack of domestic reserves, Korea is one of the top energy importers in the world.
 

· South Korea has no domestic oil reserves, and relies on imports for its natural gas. South Korea is the second largest importer of liquid natural gas worldwide.
 

Agriculture

· Agriculture employs over 7.3% of the workforce and accounts for 3% of South Korean GDP.

· Permanent crops occupy 2.01% of the land, and arable land accounts for over 16.58%, while there are 8,320 square km in irrigated land.

· Key agricultural products include: rice, root crops, barley, vegetables, fruit; cattle, pigs, chickens, milk, eggs; fish.

Relevant Environmental Policies & Projects

National Vision for Environmental Policies in the 21st Century
· The National Strategy and the Five-Year Plan are mid/long-term (2009~2050) national agendas, and has ten policy directions:

1) Effective mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions

2) Reduction of the use of fossil fuels and the enhancement of energy independence

3) Strengthening the capacity to adapt to climate change

4) Development of green technologies

5) The “greening” of existing industries and promotion of green industries

6) Advancement of industrial structure

7) Engineering a structural basis for the green economy

8) Greening the land and water and building the green transportation infrastructure

9) Bringing the green revolution into the people’s daily lives

10) Becoming a role-model for the international community as a green growth leader
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Green Stimulus
· Launched in January 2009 as a means of stimulating job creation and revitalizing the economy.
 
· The stimulus package amounted to total of US$ 38.1 billion,
 the equivalent of 4 per cent of GDP, to be implemented over 2009-2012. About 80 per cent was allocated to environmental themes such as renewable energies, energy efficient buildings, low carbon vehicles, railways and water and waste management.
Five-Year Plan for Green Growth
· Adopted in July 2009 to serve as a medium-term plan for implementing a “low-carbon, green growth vision” over the period of 2009-2013.
 
· Total funding of US $83.6 billion,
 representing 2 per cent of GDP, will be spent in the area of climate change and energy, sustainable transportation and the development of green technologies.
Northeast Asian Subregional Program of Environmental Cooperation (NEASPEC)

http://www.neaspec.org/eng/user/index.html
· Members include South Korea, North Korea, China, Japan, Russia and Mongolia.

· Member countries cooperate to monitor their respective environments and promote pollution reduction and energy efficiency.
Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP) 
http://www.nowpap.org/
· Agreement between South Korea, Japan, Russia and China.
· A regional sea program working to protect the Sea of Japan and the Yellow Sea.
Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)

http://www.eanet.cc/
· A network of twelve countries in East Asia (Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Philippines, South Korea, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam).

· Members seek to develop harmonized methods to monitor and counteract acid deposition. 
Kyoto Protocol

· An international agreement in which developed countries voluntarily sign up to limit their carbon emissions in an effort to reduce global warming. Additionally, nations can buy and sell emission credits in order to fulfill their pledge.

· South Korea ratified the Kyoto Protocol in 2002, but it is not obligated to reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions because South Korea is a non-Annex I country. 

· As of 2010, South Korea was 9th 
 in the world in carbon emissions. The government is planning to increase its nuclear capacity over the next 15 years to reduce its carbon emissions.
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