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Georgia: Environmental Overview
Restoring Ecological Balance

Georgia’s development efforts have led to extensive damages to their environment. The Black Sea and the Mtkvari River have been heavily polluted, and toxic chemicals have contaminated the soil. In the late 1990s, it was estimated that more than 27 hectares of Georgian territory had been contaminated by different forms of pollutants.
 The Georgian government has acknowledged the importance of environmentally sustainable development. The drafting of its new water policy, the ARET project, and its efforts to reduce their GHG emissions show that Georgia is committed to undoing the damage that has been done to its ecosystem. 
Demographics:

· Georgia boasts a largely homogenous population of 4,661,473. 83.8% of the people are Georgian, 6.5% are Azeri, and 5.7% are Armenian.

· In terms of religion, the population is predominantly Orthodox Christian (83.9%) with a small group of Muslims (9.9%).

· Close to half of the population (48%) resides in rural areas, while the other half (52%) lives in towns and cities.

· Life expectancy at birth is 72.8 years for males and 79.87 for females. The population is on the decline with a population growth rate of -0.34%.

· The age composition of the population is as follows: 0-14 years: 17.3%, 15-64 years: 66.2%, and 65 years and over: 16.5%.

· In 2003, Georgia spent 4% of its GDP on health expenditures. Its total health expenditure per capita was $174.

Education
· The Georgian education system is composed of both public and private schools. Total governmental spending on education amounts to 2.9% of GDP.

· Primary education is 6 years, and secondary education is 5 years, as 6 years of education is compulsory. 
· The number of students pursuing degrees is increasing. In 2004, the gross enrollment ratio for tertiary level education was 41.5%, a 3.6% increase from 2000.
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Geography/Natural Resources: 
· Located in Southwestern Asia, Georgia borders Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, and Turkey.

· Georgia maintains a land area of 69,700 square kilometers, making it slightly smaller than South Carolina. It is ranked 129th in the world in terms of total area.

· Georgia has plentiful natural resources including iron ore, manganese deposits, and hydropower.
 

· Georgia is estimated to have 0.3 billion barrels of oil reserves.

· Georgia depends on natural gas for 24% of its energy consumption. However, it doesn’t produce significant quantities of natural gas and is dependent on Russia for its energy needs.

· Hydropower accounts for 81% of electricity generation in Georgia.
 

Agriculture
· Agriculture employs 40% of the workforce, and accounts for 17.2% of Georgian GDP. 

· Permanent crops compose 3.79% of the land, and arable land accounts for 11.51%, while there is 4,690 square km in irrigated land.

· Key crops include: citrus, grapes, tea, and hazelnuts.

· In 2004, Georgia exported over 40 thousand metric tons of wine, 112 thousand metric tons of wheat, and 3,000 metric tons of hazelnuts. Wine was the top export from Georgia, accounting for $48 million.

Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:

Kyoto Protocol

· An international agreement in which adherents voluntarily sign up to limit their carbon emissions in an effort to reduce global warming. Additionally, nations can buy and sell emission credits in order to fulfill their pledge.

· Georgia is a non-Annex I country, so it is not required to lower its carbon emissions. However, it ratified the Kyoto Protocol in 1999.

The Law on Environmental Protection in Georgia
· http://www.elaw.org/resources/text.asp?ID=266
· Adopted in 1996, a comprehensive law which created a framework for environmental protection.
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An Act passed to “ensure the protection of the environment and rational use of nature by the state, as well as to provide an environment harmless for human health, in accordance with ecological and economic interests of society, taking into consideration the interest of current and succeeding generations.”

 The Law on State Ecological Examination
· Enacted in 1996.
· The law requires groups who propose development projects to conduct Environment Impact Assessments.
· The assessments must be financed by the proposing party, and NGOs have the right to conduct independent EIAs with full access to information.

Water Resources Management Policy
· http://moe.caucasus.net/ENG/documents/WaterPolicy.doc

· Policy drafted in 2006 with the goal of ensuring effective management of water resources for the next 25 years.

· Focused on maintaining the ecological value of water resources and the quality of the water supply, as well as ensuring access to safe drinking water.
Current Funding Projects:
· In 2005, the Georgian government allocated 14.8 million Lari to the Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources. This accounted for 0.1% of Georgia’s GDP.
 
Hydroelectric Projects

· Sponsored by the National Climate Research Center of the Ministry of Environment of Georgia.

· The objective to reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions by relying on renewable sources of energy. 

· Calls for reconstruction of the Misaktsielli hydroelectric plant, rehabilitation of the Intsoba hydroelectric plant, and construction of the Stori hydroelectric plant.
  
Georgia: Agricultural Research, Extension, Training Project (ARET)

· http://www.iwlearn.net/iw-projects/Fsp_112799467457/view
· Sponsored by the World Bank and the Georgia Ministry of Agriculture.

· The project started in 2000 and is scheduled to end in 2011.

· The objective is “to increase agricultural production sustainably, while reducing pollution of natural resources.”

Black Sea Environmental Management (BSEP)

· http://www.iwlearn.net/iw-projects/Fsp_11279946709/view
· Member countries include Bulgaria, Georgia, Oman, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine 

· The members seek to reduce nutrients and hazardous wastes in the Black Sea and allow its ecosystem to recover to conditions that were observed in the 1960s.
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