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Latvia: Environmental Overview 
Path to EU Accession:
With the resumption of independence in 1991, Latvia has sought to improve environmental conditions on top of economic and political progress.  Rising prosperity has exacerbated the environmental situation by increasing the use of automobiles, which in turn has led to more air pollution. Other environmental difficulties include water management/treatment and eutrophication of the neighboring Gulf of Riga and Baltic Sea. Moreover, these problems are largely concentrated in industrial centers or “hot spots” across the country. To alleviate this threat, the Latvian government has passed environmental legislation, but to fully address the problem, more funds and a greater effort to adopt a sustainable development policy is needed. 
Demographics:
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Latvia’s population of 2,274,735 is declining at a rate of roughly 0.67% a year, and is composed of the following ethnicities: Latvian 57.7%, Russian 29.6%, Belarusian 4.1%, Ukrainian 2.7%, Polish 2.5%, Lithuanian 1.4%, and other 2%.
 Accordingly, the linguistic makeup is: Latvian (official) 58.2%, Russian 37.5%, Lithuanian and other 4.3%.

· Urban population is currently 66% and rising, while rural residents constitute 44% of the populace.
         
· Average life expectancy is 71.33 years (66.08 for males and 76.85 for females).
· Age composition is: 0-14 years: 14% (male 162,562/female 155,091) 
15-64 years: 69.6% (male 769,004/female 815,042) 
65 years and over: 16.4% (male 121,646/female 251,390).

· The Latvian government spent 6.4% on health in 2003, which is necessary to ensure a large and productive workforce.

Education
· Latvia’s schools receive both public and private funding. To that end, governmental expenditure on education was 5.4% of GDP in 2004.

· Higher education takes place in four universities and seventeen other institutions, in which students may pursue a vocational degree (2-3 years duration) or a Bachelor’s degree (“Bakalaurs”: 3-4 years), and then a Master’s degree (“Magistrs”: 1-2 years) and finally, a Doctorate (“Doktors”: 3-4 years, following a magistrs and public defense of thesis).

· [image: image4.png]


74% of eligible students enrolled in tertiary education in 2004, and the number has been steadily rising.
   Source: http://www.uis.unesco.org/profiles/EN/EDU/countryProfile_en.aspx?code=4200
Geography/Natural Resources:
· Located in the Baltics—a region in northeastern Europe, which hugs the Baltic Sea—Latvia shares a border with Lithuania, Estonia, Russia, and Belarus. With a size comparable to West Virginia, Latvia is the 16th biggest country in the EU and 122nd in the world.

· Latvia’s terrain is a low-lying plain, as its highest point (Gaizinkalns) is only 312 m above sea level.

· The country is home to over 3,000 lakes and 12,000 rivers, one of the longest being the Gauja (452 km).

· While precious natural resources are few and far between in Latvia, the nation possesses the following useful resources: dolomite (615 million cubic meters), peat (480 million tons), limestone (6 billion cubic meters), gypsum (165 million cubic meters), and clay (375 million cubic meters).
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Agriculture: 
· Given that arable land constitutes only 28.19% and permanent crops 0.45% of land use, agriculture does not play a huge role in the economy.

· Agriculture employs roughly 15% of the workforce, and produces 4% of GDP.
                                                            www.baltic21.org/gallery/latvia_rural.jpg            
· As an EU member, Latvia is party to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), which provides agricultural aid and subsidies—to the tune of over €32 million in 2004.
  Key agricultural products include: grain, sugar beets, potatoes, and beef.

· In 2001, Latvia was home to 367,000 head of cattle, 394,000 pigs, 29,000 sheep, 3,100,000 chickens, and 20,000 horses.

Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:

Party to: Air Pollution, Air Pollution-Persistent Organic Pollutants, Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Endangered Species, Hazardous Wastes, Law of the Sea, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Wetlands.

National Environmental Policy Plan
http://www.vdc.lv/NEPP/lot.htm
Kyoto Protocol
· An international agreement in which adherents voluntarily sign up to limit their carbon emissions in an effort to reduce global warming. Nations can buy and sell emission credits in order to fulfill their pledge.
Law on Water Management
http://www.varam.gov.lv/vide/LIK/udens/Eud_lik.htm
Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-urbanwaste/directiv.html
· The European Community enacted this directive in 1991, laying out the requirements of EU states for waste water treatment.
· The directive is an attempt to create a system of monitoring and periodically reviewing water treatment, as well as constructing water treatment facilities and urban waste water collecting systems.
· The European Commission offers financial grants to NGOs for assistance in implementing the various sections of the UWWTD.
Water Framework Directive

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/waterframework/index en.html
· EU legislation on water policy, which began in 2000 and seeks to ensure water quality across Europe.
Current Funding Projects:
Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC)

http://www.rec.org/REC/Introduction/CountryOffices/Latvia.html
· The REC is a regional organization with broad sources of funding and programs. With 17 offices across Central and Eastern Europe, the REC is an influential NGO. In Latvia, REC programs have ranged from water management implementation to environmental awareness education.
Baltic Environmental Forum
http://www.bef.lv/?s=10&l=1
· Promotes education and execution of the EU Water Directive for SMEs (small and medium sized enterprises) in the Baltic states.
Joint Comprehensive Baltic Sea Environmental Action Program 
http://www.ecologia.org/nuclearcommunities/countryevals/lithuania.htm
· Directed by the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the program  grants funds from the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management.
· Seeks to combat water pollution in the Baltic Sea by identifying troubled areas, or “hot spots”, which this program monitors and grants assistance (a map of these hot spots is available online).

Global Water Partnership CEE 

http://www.gwpceeforum.org/?page=56
· This regional program maintains an office for Latvia, whose main goal is the dissemination of information on the issue of water management and the need to follow the EU Water Framework Directive and other related legislation.
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