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Lithuania: Environmental Overview
Path to EU Accession:

Once it retained full sovereignty in the early 1990s, Lithuania, along with restructuring the economy, radically shifted its environmental policy. And to that end, the government passed the Environmental Protection Program in 1992, commencing a string of environmental legislation. Lithuanian authorities point to water treatment and pollution as the main concerns of environmental policy, and look to transition towards a framework based on sustainable development. Currently, the Lithuanian government is cooperating with the European Union to combat these problems. With a growing economy and generous EU funding, there are opportunities abound for sound and creative investment projects to alleviate environmental setbacks.
Demographics:
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Lithuanian maintains a population of 3,585,906, which is declining at a rate of roughly 0.3% a year. The majority (83.4%) is ethnically Lithuanian, yet the nation is also home to two sizable minority populations: Polish 6.7% and Russian 6.3%.
 The linguistic makeup is accordingly: Lithuanian 82%, Russian 8%, Polish 5.6%.

· The predominant religion is Roman Catholicism (79%), while others include: Russian Orthodox (4.1%) and Protestant (1.9%).

· The Urban population is 2,275,000, while 1,139,000 reside in rural areas.

· Life expectancy is 69.2 years for males and 79.49 for females.
 
· The age composition of the population is: 0-14 years: 15.5%, 
15-64 years: 69.1% and 65 years and over: 15.5%.

· Lithuania spent 6.6% of GDP on health in 2003, which is necessary to ensure a large and productive workforce.

Education
· The higher education system is three tiered: undergraduate (3-4 years); masters (1.5-2 years) and specialized professional studies (1-1.5 years); and residency (2-6 years), doctoral (4 years), and post-graduate work (2 years).
 By and large, Lithuanian schools are state-funded. To that end, the government spent almost 6% of GDP on education in 2003.
 
· In the 2004-2005 academic year, nearly 200,000 students enrolled in Lithuania’s 48 institutions for higher education.

Geography and Natural Resources:
· Located in the Baltic region in northeast Europe, Lithuania borders the Baltic Sea, as well as the following nations: Poland, Belarus, Russia (Kaliningrad), and Latvia.
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Lithuania maintains a land area of 65,200 sq km—comparable to West Virginia, making it the largest of the Baltic countries, 15th in the EU and 121st in the world.

· The terrain is mostly low-lying, yet also littered with highlands, with the highest point (293.6 meters above sea level) located at Juozapines Kalnas.

· Water area constitutes over 7,000 square km, as Lithuania is home to 2,833 lakes bigger than 10,000 m², as well as 758 rivers longer than 10km, the longest being the Nemunas River (917 km and originating in Belarus).

· Lithuania is relatively scant with natural resources, yet possesses the following: peat, arable land, and amber.

Agriculture                                                    
· Despite employing roughly 20% of the workforce, agriculture produces less than 6% of GDP and accounts for nearly 10% of total exports.
 
· As an EU member, Lithuania is party to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), and thus, receives agricultural aid and subsidies, which was to the tune of nearly €50 million in 2004.

· Permanent crops compose 0.9% of the land, and arable land accounts for nearly 45%, while 70 sq km the land is irrigated.
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Key crops include: potatoes, grain, sugar beets, and flax.

· In 2001, Lithuania was home to 868,000 pigs, 1,748,000 head of cattle, 5,576,000 chickens, 11,500 sheep, and 68,000 horses.

Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:

Party to: Air Pollution, Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Endangered Species, Hazardous Wastes, Law of the Sea, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Wetlands.
 

Kyoto Protocol
· An international agreement in which adherents voluntarily sign up to limit their carbon emissions in an effort to reduce global warming. Nations can buy and sell emission credits in order to fulfill their pledge.
Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-urbanwaste/directiv.html
· The then European Community enacted this directive in 1991, laying out the requirements of EU states for waste water treatment.
· The directive is an attempt to create a system of monitoring and periodically reviewing water treatment, as well as constructing water treatment facilities and urban waste water collecting systems.
· The European Commission offers financial grants to NGOs for assistance in implementing the various sections of the UWWTD.
Water Framework Directive
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/waterframework/index en.html
· EU legislation on water policy, which began in 2000 and seeks to ensure water quality across Europe.
Current Funding Projects:
Local Agenda 21 in the Nuclear Regions

http://www.ecologia.org/nuclearcommunities/index.htm
· Launched in 1999, this initiative seeks to provide a “bottom-up’, grassroots approach to aid “transitional nuclear communities” in Russia and Lithuania in sustainable development projects. More specifically, the program focuses on helping the town of Ignalina successfully transition from the closure of its nuclear plant to sustainable non-nuclear power.
· Ecologia—an NGO led by ecologists—administers the program with the mindset that the best way to undertake sustainable development projects is to build civil society from the ground up.
· Funding for these programs is provided by: the W. Alton Jones Foundation, the John Merck Fund, the Trust for Mutual Understanding, the Colombe Foundation, the Ploughshares Fund, and the Open Society Foundation of Lithuania. 
Baltic Environmental Forum

http://www.bef.lv/?s=323&l=1
· Promotes education and execution of the EU Water Directive for SMES(small and medium sized enterprises) in the following industries: paper, metal, and furniture.
Global Water Partnership CEE 
http://www.gwpceeforum.org/?page=57
· This regional program maintains an office for Lithuania, whose main goal is the dissemination of information on the issue of water management and the need to follow the EU Water Framework Directive and other related legislation.
Joint Comprehensive Baltic Sea Environmental Action Program 
http://www.ecologia.org/nuclearcommunities/countryevals/lithuania.htm
· Directed by the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the program is granted funds from the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management.
· Seeks to combat water pollution in the Baltic Sea by identifying troubled areas, or “hot spots”, which this program monitors and grants assistance (a map of these hot spots is available online).
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