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Norway: Environmental Overview

Norway a Scandinavian Nation:
The kingdom of Norway as it is officially known, boasted a
extremely rapid economic growth since WWII, making it easily
one of the wealthiest in the world. It was also rated as the most peaceful in
the world.! The Norwegian government for the last decade has been
expanding its welfare system so the nation will not be in a horrible state
after its petroleum reserves are gone. In 1949, Norway joined the NATO but
has failed to join the European Union. The narrow defeats in 1972 and 1994
have denied the country a chance to join
the EU. Norway a big member in the fight
against pollutants is susceptible to long-
range pollutants.

Demographics:

= Norway has a population of 4,627,926 _
according to July 2007 estimates. The &
population on average is increasing at a >
rate of 0.36%. Norwegians are mostly .
affiliated with the Church of Norway. In
fact 85.&% of the entire population is
from that church.?

= Life expectancy at birth in Norway is 77
years for males and 82.46 years for
females.?

= The age composition of the population
is as follows: 0-14 years: 19%, 15-64
years: 66.1%, and 65 years and over:
14.8%.*

® The International Monetary Fund in

Briksdalsbreen is arm of the Jostedalsbreen
glacier in a Norwegian National Park.
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2006, ranked Norway 2" out of 232 nations for the highest GDP per
capita.’
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Education

®= The literacy rate in Norway currently is at a 100% like many developed
nations. °

= The Norwegian education is mandatory for all children between the ages of
6-16. The school year runs from August to June with the Christmas
holidays splitting the year into semesters. ’

= Grades 1-7 (ages 6-13) are in elementary schools where no grades are
given. The lower secondary school comprises of grades 8-10. The next
level is the upper secondary school (grades VG1-VG3) which made up of
mostly 16-19 year old students.®

= Until 2005, the state law said that private schools that offered a religious
alternative may be deemed legal. This law has been abandoned however. °

= Higher education lasts at least 3 years in Norway. It can also take 5 years
to obtain a masters degree.*®

Geography/Natural Resources:

® The nation of
Norway is located in
Northern Europe (to
be more precise on
the western part of
the Scandinavian
Peninsula). This
nation borders the
North Sea to its
south, Norwegian
Sea to its north and
Sweden to its east.
It also shares
borders with
Finland and Russia
to its extreme far
northeast. !

A view of Oslo from a surrounding city shows the majestic beauty of the
5 “Norway” 2007 CIA World Factbook environment in which the city is placed.
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= Norway holds a total area of 324,220 square kilometers and (385,199
square kilometers with Svalbard and Jan Mayen included) making it
somewhat larger than the American state of New Mexico and a little
smaller than the nation of Vietnam. Norway has 25,148 km of coastline
and 83,281 km of coastline when including their island. This shows the
vast area that Norwegian islands occupy in Scandinavia.*?
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" The terrain is mostly made up of plateaus, rugged mountains, small plains,
and artic tundra (especially in the northern part). The climate is colder in
the interior of the country. On the western coast, the country is known for
its year-round rainy climate. *3

= Norway’s mountains are extremely rich with many different kinds of
minerals. They include iron ore, copper, titanium, coal, zinc, lead, nickel,
and pyrite. The nation also boasts a large offshore reserve of natural gas
and petroleum.**

= Norway pumps out about 3.2 million barrels per day of oil. This oil
accounts for 30% of the nation’s GDP. *°

Agriculture
= Agricultural products in Norway include many different types of cereals,
potatoes, beef, milk, and fish.®
®= The agricultural sector provides 2.4% of the nation’s GDP and 4% of the
labor force. This industry is extremely limited because only 2.7% of the
land that is Norway is arable land. *’
= The Norwegian government is aggressively paying high subsidies for
farming in order to keep farms afloat. *®
®= |In 2001, 1.2 million tons of grain was produced along with 388,200 tons of
potatoes. This still does not prevent Norwegians from having to import
grain and other vegetables. *°

Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:

Kyoto Protocol
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An international agreement in which adherents voluntarily sign up to limit
their carbon emissions in an effort to reduce global warming. Nations can
buy and sell emission credits in order to fulfill their pledge.

Norwegian greenhouse gas emissions increased over from 1990-2005 by
8.5 percent.?°

Water Framework Directive

EU legislation on water policy, which began in 2000 and seeks to ensure
water quality across Europe.?*

Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive

Water Framework
Directive

Current Funding
Projects:
Recently, the
Norwegian
government has

The then European Community enacted this directive in 1991, laying out
the requirements of EU states for waste water treatment.

The directive is an attempt to create a system of monitoring and
periodically reviewing water treatment, as well as constructing water
treatment facilities and urban waste water collecting systems.

The European Commission offers financial grants to NGOs for assistance in
implementing the various sections of the UWWTD.??

EU legislation on
water policy, which
began in 2000 and
seeks to ensure
water quality
across Europe.?®

=

funded many In one of Norway’s many valleys, lies a scenic view of a Norwegian
projects in the community next to a small river.

Amazon as well as in Northwest Russia aimed at protecting the environment.
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Promoting Ecosystem-based Approaches to Fisheries Conservation

and LMEs

®* The leading agency is the United Nations Environment Programme which is
associated with the World Council of Fisheries and American Fisheries
Society.

®" This projects attempts to strengthen countries’ scientific capacity in
management and assessment of ecosystem-based fisheries. %
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