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Palestine: Environmental Overview
Held Hostage by Politics:
The Palestinian territories, here defined as the Gaza Strip and West Bank, are environmentally speaking rather inhospitable. They are extremely arid and a water shortage is a major problem. Moreover, the current political situation, namely the current dispute with Israel over land and international recognition, make environmental initiatives virtually impossible to pursue. The Palestinian territories are unable to sign any international legislation pertaining to the environment, and they lack the resources to undertake any domestic initiatives of their own. 
Demographics:

· The Palestinian territories are comprised of the Gaza Strip and West Bank, which have populations of 1,428,757 and 2,460,492 people respectively, yielding a combined population of 3,889,249.

· The Gaza Strip is predominantly Arab Muslim, primarily Sunni, comprising roughly 98% of the population.

· The West Bank, on the other hand, has large Jewish and Christian minorities:

· Muslim: 75%

· Jewish: 17%

· Christian: 8% (Note: In terms of ethnicity, the Christian population is predominantly Palestinian Arab as well)

· Life expectancy for males in the Gaza Strip is 70.67 years and 73.34 years for females. The numbers are roughly similar for the West Bank.

· Age composition:

· Gaza Strip:
· 0-14 years: 48.1% 

· 15-64 years: 49.4% 

· 65 years and over: 2.6%

· West Bank:

· 0-14 years: 42.9% 

· 15-64 years: 53.7% 

· 65 years and over: 3.4%

· With half of the country’s population within the age group 15-64, and roughly 45% (average between the Gaza Strip and West Bank) under 14 years of age, the population of the Palestinian Territories is one of the youngest in of the world.

· Population growth is estimated at an average of 3.4%

Education:

· Education in the Palestinian territories is divided into four primary sections:

· Pre-primary;

· Primary;

· Secondary – High School;

· Tertiary – University level.

· Approximately 30% of all children are enrolled in some kind of pre-primary education program.

· 86% of all children are enrolled in a primary education program, which is completed by 98% of those enrolled.

· 92% of girls and 87% of boys go on to secondary school.

· Of students at age for tertiary education, only 38% enroll.

· Literacy in the Palestinian Territories is at 91.9%:

· male: 96.3% 

· female: 87.4%
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Geography/Natural Resources:
· The Gaza Strip is a small strip of land on the coast of the Mediterranean and is completely within the country of Israel.
· The West Bank is a larger land-locked area on the Western border of Israel, extending from Jerusalem to Jordan with the Dead Sea on the South-Eastern border.
· With a total area of 360 sq. Kilometers, the Gaza Strip is roughly twice the size of Washington, DC
· The West Bank, on the other hand, is roughly 5,860 sq. Kilometers, making it roughly comparable to the size of Delaware. It also has claim to roughly 220 sq. Kilometers of water on the Dead Sea.
· The Palestinian Territories, like Israel, are characterized by intense aridity and a very harsh climate with little water for irrigation or farming. 
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Agriculture:
· As Palestinian Territories’ climate is not very hospitable for farming, agriculture constitutes only 16% of their jobs and only 8% of their GDP, relatively small by comparison to other developing nations.

· The primary crops of Iran include olives, citrus fruits and vegetables.

Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:
· Since the Palestinian Territories are not recognized as a nation-state, it has not and cannot sign any relevant environmental laws or regulations.

Current Funding Projects:
· Again, because of its limbo status in terms of international recognition, the Palestinian Territories have no current funding projects under way with regards to the environment.
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