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Qatar: Environmental Overview
A Controlled Environment:
Qatar, albeit a small and rather arid country, has successfully maintained and regulated environmental legislation for the past seven years since the establishment of the Supreme Council for the Environment and Natural Sanctuaries. This Council, with its broad judicial and legislative authority has passed and successfully enforced a great deal of legislation pertaining to the hunting of wildlife, the uses and disposal of toxic waste, the gradual desertification of the country’s small amount of arable land and any other number of environmentally concerning issues. As such, Qatar has proven itself to a be a valuable friend of the environment.  
Demographics:

· Qatar is a very small country, with a population of only 907,229 people.

· Qatar is an ethnically diverse nation:

· Aarab: 40%

· Indian: 18%

· Pakistani: 18%

· Iranian: 10%

· Other: 14%

· Religiously speaking, however, Qatar is predominantly Muslim, accounting for 95% of the population.

· Life expectancy for average males in Qatar is 71.6 years, and 76.8 years for females.

· Age composition: 

· 0-14 years: 23.1%  
· 15-64 years: 72.9% 
·  65 years and over: 4%

· Population growth for Qatar is estimated to be at roughly 2.4%.

Education:

· Education in Qatar is divided into four primary sections:

· Pre-primary;

· Primary;

· Secondary – High School;

· Tertiary – University level.

· Approximately 32% of all children are enrolled in some kind of pre-primary education program.

· 95% of all children are enrolled in a primary education program, which is completed by 98% of those enrolled.

· 86% of girls and 88% of boys go on to secondary school.

· Of students at age for tertiary education, only 19% enroll.

· Literacy in Qatar is at 89%:

· male: 89.1% 

· female: 88.6%
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Geography/Natural Resources:
· Qatar is a small country in the Middle East on the Arabian Peninsula bordering the Persian Gulf.

· Qatar has a total land area of 11,437 sq. miles, making it roughly the same size as Connecticut.

· Qatar is sub-tropical desert, characterized by a rather arid climate, with only mild winters and very hot and humid summers.
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· While relatively free of any tendency or vulnerability to natural disasters, Qatar suffers from frequent dust and sandstorms.

Agriculture:
· Given Qatar’s inhospitable climate, only 1.64% of its land is suitably arable for farming.

· Moreover, Qatar’s valuable petroleum deposits make oil and related industries a far more likely employer.

· Consequently, agriculture accounts for only 0.1% of Qatar’s GDP and very small percentage of its labor force.

Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations:
· The Supreme Council for the Environment and Natural Sanctuaries undertakes all environmental protection responsibilities, including the augmentation and protection of endangered wildlife and its natural habitats as well as the formulation of the general policies aiming to protect the environment and effecting sustainable development.

· The council is formed of a deputy president and a number of experienced and environment enthusiast members and a secretary-general.

· The employees of the council have the capacity to act as law enforcement officers in cases of contravention against the provisions of the council's law and its executing regulations and decisions.

· Environmentally concerned laws passed by this Council include:
· Law #4 of 2002 regulating and managing the hunting season;
· Law #30 of 2002, a comprehensive environmental protection law;
· Decree #31 establishing standards for radiation emissions from various industries to limit the environmental impact.
· As a committed member of Basel Convention since the 9th of August 1995, Qatar doesn't allow hazardous waste to enter the country as per the provisions of the convention.

Current Funding Projects:
· Anticipating Qatar's national environment day on Feb, 26, Qatar's Supreme Council for the Environment and Natural Reserves and the supreme Council for Family Affairs unveiled this year's slogan of the event "Because we are concerned about the environment."

· The objectives of observing the environment day include raising public awareness implanting environmental values, and encouraging nationals and residents to participate effectively in protecting the environment.
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