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The Russian Federation: Environmental Overview
Under the Shadow of Communism

The Russian Federation faces serious environmental challenges as it tries to overcome the effects of Communism. The Soviet Union left a legacy of environmental problems such as radioactive contamination and serious air pollution that continues to plague the current government. Russia has taken positive steps in passing the Environmental Protection Law and the Law on Ecological Expert Review which will help prevent damaging projects in the future.
 In May of 2004, The U.S. Energy Information Administration said, “Despite new environmental laws and regulations on the books, compliance is uneven, and enforcement by Russian authorities remains lax. As such, despite a growing environmental awareness, Russia's commitment to protecting its environment from future damage appears weak.”
 Although this may be true, Russia’s ratification of the Kyoto Protocol in October of 2004 was praised by environmental activists and may lead to environmental progress in the future.
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Demographics

· Population: 
· 142,893,540 (July 2006)
· Age breakdown: 
1. 0-14 years: 14.2% (male 10,441,151/female 9,921,102)

2. 15-64 years:71.3% (male 49,271,698/female 52,679,463)

3. 65 years and over: 14.4% (male 6,500,814/female 14,079,312) (2006 est.)

· Rural/Urban:
·  73% urbanized (2004)
· Population density:
·  Heavily concentrated west of the Ural Mountains.
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Ethnic and/or religious makeup:

1. Russian: 79.8%
2. Tatar: 3.8%
3. Ukrainian: 2%
4. Bashkir: 1.2%
5. Chuvash: 1.1%
· Population growth rate:
1. 1970-90: 0.6%

2. 1990-2004: -0.2%

· Life expectancy:
·  65 years

Education
· School Enrolment

Primary Education enrolment ratio (6-11 yrs): Male 89, Female 90
· Literacy rate: (% of population over age of 15 who can read and write)
99.7%

Geography
· Russia is the Largest Country in the World covering 9 time zones and a surface area of 17,075,200 sq.km or 1.8 times the size of the US. 

· Boarders many countries in East Europe and Central Asia and includes coastline on the: Artic Sea, Baltic Sea, Black Sea, North Atlantic Ocean, and North Pacific Ocean.

· Climate: various, mostly cold continental
· Natural Resources: Major deposits of oil, natural gas, coal, and many strategic minerals. Timber is also a major resource. According to the CIA Factbook however, “Formidable obstacles of climate, terrain, and distance hinder exploitation of natural resources.”

Agriculture
· Employs 14 % of the workforce
· Makes up 5.6% of the GDP
· 147 million inhabitants to feed
· Most important agricultural commodities

· 133 million hectares of arable land
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