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Rapid industrial development over the past four decades has brought Taiwan great prosperity but at a high cost to the natural environment. Today, the Taiwanese people demand a higher quality of life commensurate with economic prosperity. Thus, the government has taken steps to enact laws that place environmental protection concerns on the same level as economic growth.

Demographics
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Population: 23,036,087

· Taiwanese (including Hakka) 84%, mainland Chinese 14%, aborigine 2%

· Mixture of Buddhist, Confucian, and Taoist 93%, Christian 4.5%, other 2.5%

· 0-14 years 19.4%, 15-64 years 70.8%, 65 years and over 9.8%

· Taiwan’s population growth is 0.61%
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Life expectancy at birth: male 74.67 years, female 80.47 years

· Languages: Mandarin Chinese (official), Taiwanese (Min), Hakka dialects

Education

· Literacy rate: 96.1%

· Compulsory nine year basic education

· In FY2001, Taiwan spent 5.89% of GDP on public education and 1.67% on private education

· Enrollment in higher education is 54.10%. In SY2001, Taiwan had 57 universities, 78 independent colleges, and 19 junior colleges.

· ROC law not only entitles all children to at least sic years of basic education, but also stipulates that all children between six and 15 must receive six years of elementary education and three years of junior high education.
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Geography and Natural Resources

· Total area: 35,980 sq km, 147th largest country in the world
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1,566.3 km of coastline

· Taiwan is an island country

· Climate: tropical; marine; rainy season during southwest monsoon (June to August); cloudiness is persistent and extensive all year

· Terrain: eastern two-thirds mostly rugged mountains; flat to gently rolling plains in west

· Taiwan’s natural resources consist of small deposits of coal, natural gas, limestone, marble, and asbestos

· Taiwan has few natural resources. It has significant, coal deposits with insignificant oil and gas deposits. The forests are not capable of significant timber production. Electrical power generation is 50% oil-based, less than 10% natural gas, less than 10% nuclear power, and about 35% hydroelectric power, with the remainder from renewable energy sources.

Agriculture

· 6% of population employed in agriculture while agriculture only makes of 1.8% of Taiwan’s GDP

· Agricultural Products: rice, corn, vegetables, fruit, tea, pigs, poultry, beef, milk and fish

· Fishing was a big industry, but international quotas have been cut

· Arable Land: 24%

Relevant environmental laws

· Air Pollution Control Act of 1975 was revised in 2002, empowers the governments at various levels to establish air quality standard for different areas across Taiwan and monitoring stations at appropriate sites.

· In 1995, the Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) has levied an air pollution control (APC) fee on both stationary sources, such as factories and construction sites, and mobile sources, such as motor vehicles. The APC fee system has resulted in 46% decrease in sulfur dioxide concentration from 1994 to 2001.

· Water Pollution Control Act was enacted in 2002 that collects fees from business, sewer systems, and homes based on the quantity and quality of their effluents.

· The Wildlife Conservation Law was promoted in 1989, classifying 1,955 species of rare fauna into three levels of protection. In 1993, the Wildlife Protection Unit was established under the Council of Agriculture (COA) to investigate violation of wildlife laws. It was dissolved in 2002 after completing its mission.
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