
Obama's Big Reset in Russian-American
Relations Bears First Fruits 

While Obama has faced perhaps the biggest test of his presidency with crises in the "Gulf of Oil," formerly the Gulf of Mexico, and the new controversy surrounding the firing of his Afghanistan Commander, General McChrystal, over a number of disrespectful remarks made about him and his national security team, there is a bright spot for the President – the investment he made in resetting perhaps America's most important relationship in the world today – the Russian-American relationship. 
What began as a newly chartered course of strategy, away from the Cold War-like confrontational approach of the Putin-Bush Administrations, has now developed into a big reset of Russian-American relations. People complained that giving up our ABM sites in Eastern Europe would remove Russia's largest fear - that the US would once again surpass them in high technology that would negate their strategic missiles and thus remove the one US bargaining chip in promoted by the Bush/Rice strategy team. Those fears faded today in the West and East Wings of the White House as Russia is finally coming around to the US position, thanks to the Barack/Hillary team. American leadership is now earnestly working with the Russian leadership on a whole host of issues ranging from North Korea, Iran, and wars in the Middle East, to the international drug problem as well as a whole host of other issues. 
As President Dmitry Medvedev met Barack Obama for what was an important meeting before the G-20 Summit in Canada today…they stood together…perhaps more firmly than ever could be imagined. Outlining the truly remarkable steps they have achieved in the past year and the vehicle for that change – the development of new Presidential Commissions in bilateral relations which produces collaboration and support between top Russian-American officials in achieving the first steps in building positive relations between their two nations. 

What was the success…a new poultry agreement that would be favorable to exporting US chickens to Russia - this would create thousands of jobs for America workers. It was on hold for a number of years. After the press briefing, both Presidents set out to visit a US-Russian Business Conference hosted by the American Chamber of Commerce to see what other areas could bring US-Russian economic progress. They highlighted the fact that they will push through the ratification of a new US-Russian arms control treaty in the US Senate and the Russian Duma shortly. Dmitry Medvedev especially came to San Francisco to talk to CEO's in Silicon Valley in order to enlist their support in helping create a new Silicon Valley in Russia. This is another potential area that can create thousands of jobs for both nations, unleashing the great brainpower of American and Russian computer software and hardware engineers, venture capitalists, and high-tech companies on both sides to collaborate on a level that would be unprecedented in the two nations' histories. 

President Obama on his part was very honest in committing to help Russia obtain membership within the World Trade Organization – as soon as possible. In his own words, he explained that his team would tell the steps that Russia would need to take to gain accession to the WTO and then they would have to act to modify existing laws and activities within Russia to conform to the WTO standards. 
Unfortunately, the cloud of the Afghanistan war did not leave the room, as the controversy of President's Obama's firing of General McChrystal could not be avoided. President Obama spent too much time explaining why he fired McChrystal in the question and answer period of the press conference rather than spending more time highlight the fruits of a new relationship and how they were just beginning to benefit our two nations. President Medvedev, for his part, understood that it was not his position to offer any advice to Obama in managing the war. Medvedev did offer the hope by wishing for a stable, secure government within Afghanistan which could address the needs of the people rather than continuing to feed them a diet of terrorism and hunger (the Taliban agenda). Whereas in the past, the Russian strategy was designed to foil American inroads in Central Asia and the Middle East, the Russians now support American efforts to bring economic progress and security to this troubled region. 

What was truly remarkable during the Presidential Press Conference in the East Wing of the White House was not only the level of friendship and trust that both leaders exuded as they discussed the most troubling and dangerous issues of our world but the way in which they discussed those issues. Both leaders explained how they were both trying to achieve solutions to complicated problems in a way that would benefit not only their nations but other nations in the world. Not only may I say that I was truly proud to understand that President Obama is uniquely capable to grasp and respond to the important issues of our day – war, building positive international relations, building a positive economic environment for all nations to benefit during this Great Recession, and stopping terrorism at its roots, rather than letting it grow and thrive. I was also impressed with his counterpart, Dmitry Medvedev, who is, in my opinion, is coming to his own, stepping out of the shadow of Prime Minister Putin, and becoming a leader who seeks a better path for Russia. Let us wish them well at the G-20 and building those steps necessary to having a mutually beneficial relationship for our peoples, but also that of our children and future generations. 

Dr. Gerard Janco, President of The Eurasia Center, was the invited guest of the White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs. He has covered a number of US-Russian Summits over the years. 

